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is the probation of mankind, or the giving them an oppor-
tunity of exalting or degrading themselves, in another state,
by their behaviour in the present. And thus, indeed, it
answers two most important purposes: those are, the con-
servation of our happiness, and the test of our obedience;
or, had not such a test seemed necessary to God's infinite
wisdom, and productive of universal good, he would never
have permitted the happiness of men, even in this life, to
have depended on so precarious a tenure, as their mutual
good behaviour to each other. For it is observable, that
he, who best knows our formation, has trusted no one
thing of importance to our reason or virtue : he trusts only
to our appetites for the support of the individual, and the
continuance of our species; to our vanity, or compassion,
for our bounty to others; and to our fears, for the preser-
vation of ourselves ; often to our vices, for the support of
government, and, sometimes, to our follies, for the preser-
vation of our religion. But, since some test of our obedi-
ence was necessary, nothing, sure, could have been com-
manded for that end, so fit and proper, and, at the same -
time, so useful, as the practice of virtue; nothing could
have been so justly rewarded with happiness, as the pro-
duction of happiness, in conformity to the will of God. If
is this conformity, alone, which adds merit to virtue, and
constitutes the essential difference between morality and
religion. Morality obliges men to live honestly and soberly,
because such behaviour is most conducive to public hap-
piness, and, consequently, to their own; religion, to pursue
the same course, because conformable to the will of their
creator. Morality induces them to embrace virtue, from
prudential considerations; religion, from those of gratitude
and obedience. Morality, therefore, entirely abstracted
from religion, can have nothing meritorious in it; it being
but wisdom, prudence, or good economy, which, like health,
beauty, or riches, are rather obligations conferred upon us
by God, than merits in us towards him; for, though we
may be justly punished for injuring ourselves, we can
claim no reward for self-preservation ; as suicide deserves